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The insects cannot escape
because the soil is so loose, and
they fall into the jaws of the
waiting antlion. The adults are
winged and look like damselflies

A is for antlion. Antlions dig a

cone-shaped pit in loose soil and

wait for small insects to fall in.
—
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C is for cockroach.

Cockroaches are often
thought of as household
pests, but most species
live out in nature.

‘Cockroaches are the
fastest running insects in
&5 the world.

C ) © Matt Bertone 2002



00T sucHag Nep @

th ‘_ﬂ
- —
.l

_I)p—— )

"weyj
Jes pue ul way) ain| 03 saads

1930 Jo Sjeubis ayj o1 awos i
"Sa]ew eine o3 sjeubis Jybi
osn Aay "ybi sonpoud ued jeu

So|192q aJe Soljodld "Aadly J0j s J

] E is for earwig. Earwigs like to hide

in dark places and scavenge for
@ %: Q food. Female earwigs guard and

clean their eggs. Contrary to

popular lore, they do not enter

peoples’ ears and eat their brains.
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nellgrammie

H is for hellgrammite. Hellgrammites are
the larvae of dobsonflies. They live in
fresh water streams, and are used as bait
for catching fish. They breathe through
gills along their abdomens. Hellgrammites
are large, and can give a painful bite.
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L is for io moth. Io moths belong to the
giant silkworm moth family. They do not
feed as adults, but are voracious as larvae
(caterpillars). Io moths have large eye-
spots on their hind wings, which they use
to scare predators. |
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K'is for ked. Sheep keds are wingless flies. They are
O specially adapted to live on sheep and suck their
blood.
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M is for mayfly. Mayflies have aquatic
nymphs that live up to 4 years in
streams. The adults, however, only

survive for a day or two to mate.
Mayflies are good indicators of a
stream'’s pollution levels.
| e
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O is for owlfly. Owilflies are
relatives of antlions. Their
larvae are similar, but owlflies
do not build pits. Instead, they
lie in wait for insects to come
near and then capture them.
The adults are swift fliers and
capture prey, on the wing, at

dusk.
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Q is for queen. Social insects
like termites, ants and bees
have queens. The queen is
the only female in the colony
that lays eggs. Queen
termites can live for up to 50
years and lay millions of
eggs during their lives.

© Matt Bertone 2002 .‘Ill.l.‘l.‘ e R



T00Z auouag Ne 9

*Appinb AtaA .13 10 Jueld e Jo yo doy ued As)
‘s3seb6ns sweu Ly sy ‘abuens )00] Isn( sisyjo
SlIym ‘spnq pue suioy) a1 dWos *siojepaid
wo.ty apiy way) dipy 0} saipoq [epads aaey

IS0 *s=0Inf jueid yns 03 asn Asy3 Ydiym ‘syanow
MII-Mel)s sAey siaddoysa.] “1addoysaly 104 si T

JReCOURR

S is for scorpionfly. The
male scorpionfly has an
abdomen shaped like a
scorpion’s stinger. However,
it cannot sting. Scorpionflies
are not true flies.
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U is for underwing moth.
Underwing moths use the
bright flash of their hind
wings to startle predators
in order to provide a split
second for escape.
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W is for weevil. The weevil does not
have a straw for a snout (even
though it looks that way), but instead
A () the tip of it has tiny chewing mouth-

| parts. The cotton boll weevil uses
these mouthparts to chew a small
hole in the boll, and then lays her
eggs inside.
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Y is for yucca moth. Yucca moths have a mutual relationship with the
yucca plant. The moth is the only thing that pollinates the plant, while
the the plant’s seeds are the only food source for the developing

larvae. Yucca moths have the record for the longest diapause (up to
30 years) of all insects.
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Ambush: when an insect surprises another insect in
order to capture it

Diapause: similar to hibernation, but can happen
during any season

Elytra: the hard outer wings on beetles
Extinct: when an insect population dies out completely

Larva (plural=Ilarvae): the young of an insect that
goes through complete metamorphosis (egg --> larva
--> pupa --> adult)

Mimic: when an insect looks or acts like something else
such as another insect or a plant part

Nymph (plural:hymphs): a young insect that goes
through incomplete metamorphosis (egg --> nymph -->
adult)

Predatory: characteristic of an insect that feeds on
other animals -

Raptorial: a special leg design that allows insects to
capture prey

Scavenger: an insect that feeds on decaying matter
and anything it comes upon



